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situation was provided by
Allan Payne, a Helena attorney
retained by the county to pro-
vide assistance in dealings with
W.-R.'."Grace and asbestos
issues.

The settlement has been
given preliminary approval by
a federal judge in Missoiila and
has also been approved by a
bankruptcy court. All that
remains is for the paperwork-to

• be resubniitted to the judge .in
Missoula for his signature.
Once that hajjpens, there is a
10-day "deadline for an existing
ncmprofil cprporatiQn apjmsved
by Grace iri;dv:trie, EPA to
acceptitie fujids; otherwise
Grace .^ii^ppoiat jits =o wn.
board. ' '".']" .

If &e^rnmUnity can agree
on yan-entity to receive the
funds, the EPA will offer sup-
port and Grace will likely give
its approval as well, Payne
sa"*'

"It's a lot of work for them
to put together their own orga-
hlzation^lie said.

• The EPA is willing to hold
off on'submitting the paper-
work to the judge for a couple
of weeks to allow a lecal group
to form, Payne said.

"They're not going to hold it
forever,!'he said.

The settlement agreement
provides a broad definition of
health benefits for which the
money can be used, Payne
said. Possibilities include con-
tinued screenings for people
whO'&ave previously received
negative or equivocal test

results for asbestos-related dis-
ease as well as various other
medical expenses not met by
Grace's health plan.

"The people who are. going
to sit on the board are going to
have some very, 'very lough
decisions to make t)n that,",
-?• syne said.
••'•'"Hie. group at Monday's
meeting agreed on a rough out-
line of the types of people who
should be on a seven- to nine-
member boarf. Suggestions
Included representatives «f-St
John's Lutheran Hospitalj the
Center for Asbestos Xelaled
Disease, the , Community /
iiibaltfe -Cent-ei^'the county
healthsboard, the Community
Advisory.lBroup;:^jepple with.,
expertise in financial, legal,
insurance and long-term health
care issues; an educator; a
member of the business com-
munity; a representative of the
state Legislature; a senior'Citi-
zen and at.le^ast one asbestos

Another meeting is sched-
uled for 7 p.m. Thursday at the
Ppnderosa Room' to begin
putting names, of potential.
board members on the list. The
county commissioners have
scheduled a meeting for 2 p.m.
Monday, Feb. 25, at fee VFW
community hall to receive pub-
lic comment and -make a rec-
ommendation on the makeup
of the board.

For more information, con-
tact Bill Biscboff at 293-7781
extension 201 or Ron
Anderson or Deb Bertelsen at
293-7781 extension 228.


